
TENNESSEE RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE

RULE 24

CONTENT AND PREPARATION OF THE RECORD

(a) Content of the Record.  The record on appeal shall consist of: (1) copies, certified by

the clerk of the trial court, of all papers filed in the trial court except as hereafter provided; (2) the

original of any exhibits filed in the trial court; (3) the transcript or statement of the evidence or

proceedings, which shall clearly indicate and identify any exhibits offered in evidence and whether

received or rejected; (4) any requests for instructions submitted to the trial judge for consideration,

whether expressly acted upon or not; and (5) any other matter designated by a party and properly

includable in the record as provided in subdivision (g) of this rule.

The following papers filed in the trial court are excluded from the record: (1) subpoenas or

summonses for any witness or for any defendant when there is an appearance for such defendant; (2)

all papers relating to discovery, including depositions, interrogatories and answers thereto, reports

of physical or mental examinations, requests to admit, and all notices, motions or orders relating

thereto; (3) any list from which jurors are selected; (4) trial briefs; and (5) minutes of opening and

closing of court.  Any paper relating to discovery and offered in evidence for any purpose shall be

clearly identified and treated as an exhibit.  No paper need be included in the record more than once.

If less than the full record on appeal as defined in this subdivision is deemed sufficient to

convey a fair, accurate and complete account of what transpired with respect to those issues that are

the bases of appeal or if a party wishes to include any papers specifically excluded in this

subdivision, the party shall, within 15 days after filing the notice of appeal, file with the clerk of the

trial court and serve on the appellee a description of the parts of the record the appellant intends to



include on appeal, accompanied by a short and plain declaration of the issues the appellant intends

to present on appeal.  If the appellee deems any other parts of the record to be necessary, the appellee

shall, within 15 days after service of the description and declaration, file with the clerk of the trial

court and serve on the appellant a designation of additional parts to be included.  All parts of the

record described or designated by the parties shall be included by the clerk of the trial court as the

record on appeal.  The declaration and description of the parts of the record to be included on appeal

provided in this subdivision may be filed and served with the declaration and description of the parts

of the transcript to be included in the record provided in subdivision (b) of this rule.  If a party

wishes to include any papers specifically excluded in this subdivision, but fails to timely designate

such items, the trial court clerk may supplement the record as provided for in subdivision (e) without

modifying the previously prepared record.

Advisory Commission Comment

The amendment excludes from the appellate record various items, including minutes of
opening and closing of court.  The second paragraph provides for inclusion at a party’s request.


